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1.
CALENDAR:

February 10 W – 8th graders have leadership roles in our 8:30 AM Mass.

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM is Kindergartners’  “Sweetheart Dance” with their moms and dads.  More information will follow at a later date from Mrs. Vogt, their teacher.

February 12 F is the deadline for returning the “Winter School Climate Survey Parent Form” (white) contained in January 29 Friday Folders.  Check last weeks’ Family Newsletter (on Website) for explanation of the survey.  Or call the school office if you need another copy.  

February 14 Su -  At 2:00PM three of our eighth graders will  receive their awards as winners of the “Daughters Of The American Revolution” Essay Competition.  They are:  Andy Pietraniec  FIRST PLACE, Lindsey Emge SECOND PLACE, AND Hugh Ehrensbeck THIRD PLACE.  CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE 8TH GRADERS!  

February 15 M – Presidents’ Day – CTK will have school to make up for January 8 F when we had snow, ice, and cold - and the school was closed.

February 17 W 8:30 AM is ASH WEDNESDAY Mass, the beginning of the Lenten season. 

February 18 Th at 9:15 AM the Kindergartners and First Graders will lead us in the Stations of the Cross.  This prayer service will use a PowerPoint presentation of Kindergartners and First Graders’ pictures to tell the story of Jesus’ trip to Calvary.  These youngsters will also narrate the story.  The prayer service will take place in church.

February 19 F at 9:15 AM the Stations will be presented in the same way as on February 18 Th in church.  All the second graders will tell the story of Jesus’ dying on the cross for us. 

February 22 M – Grade 1 will have their annual “Presidents’ Presentation” in the gym at 9:00 AM.  Parents and the younger grades are invited to enjoy this performance.

February 26 F at 9:15 AM The Stations of the Cross will be presented by grades 3 and 5 in church in the same manner as the other grades K + 1 and grades 2J + 2W.

2.
ISTEP+ TESTING FOR GRADES 3 – 8:  March 1 M through March 10 W is ISTEP+ testing.  The test is the “Applied Skills” which means in good/readable penmanship and in proper grammar and creative writing, the youngsters must answer questions, explain math problems, and write essays.  Please have your children in school and on time.  

3.
MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL GRANT ASSISTANCE:  March 12 F is the deadline for Tuition Grant Assistance.  Most of the grant money is given to those who apply on time.  Call the school office if you need more information or want and application form.

4.
SAVE PENNIES FOR OUR NEIGHBORING COUNTRY OF HAITI.  SEND PENNIES, SEND PENNIES TO SCHOOL FOR HAITI!  

5.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS/THE WAY OF THE CROSS:  Please note that our Stations of the Cross are presented by our students in grades K – 8 on the Fridays of Lent at 9:15 AM in church.  There is one Thursday during which our Kindergartners and first graders will have the honor of telling this sad story about Jesus Christ.  All other prayers services are on Fridays.

6.
EVIE, VISITS CTK:  On Friday, January 18 EVIE, a litter-retrieving, yellow Labrador Retriever, came to CTK School.  The dog did a litter presentation for the first and second graders.  The second graders had been reading a book about, “Keeping Planet Earth Clean.”  EVIE’s presentation was part of the children’s week long unit on recycling.  EVIE’s name is the acronym for “Every Volunteer is Essential.  The dog is owned by Steve and Susan Harp.  They are longtime “Keep Evansville Beautiful” volunteers who taught the 3-year old retriever to fetch litter.  Susan Harp also wrote a book entitled , “Retrieving with EVIE,”   The book is about a litter prevention dog that educates children regarding the importance of keeping the environment clean.  CTK is going to purchase several of these books for our library.  

7.
MORE, MORE MORE – BOX TOPS, CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS, and JUICE POUCHES:  Enclosed in this Friday Folders is a green flier explaining the race to raise money by bringing the aforementioned items to school.  I’d like to do our very best, as a school, to top the $645.12 we raised in November 2009. Our deadline is February 28.  This $645.12 money took three boxes to hold the contents of what the youngsters brought to school.  I gave them a “Free Dress Day” for each time they filled the container in the office.  I am willing to do this again.  I’d schedule the “Free Dress Days” near the end of the school year.  Conceivably the students would not have to wear their uniforms the last few days of the school year. 

8.
HELP! HELP! HELP!  
I have noticed that the traffic drop off and pick up are becoming increasingly more congested as the school year progresses.  This is a reminder of the procedures that have been in place since the Evansville Police Department designed the plan.  The procedures are mentioned on the next page. The drop off and pick up plans were made for safety and efficiency.
8.  CONTINUED:  ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL OF GRADES K – 8:

PARKING LOT:  Cars are to enter the parking lot via the opening nearest Vann/Chandler Sts. turn in a semi-circle fashion.  Exit the lot through the center break in the fence (not the exit near the Parish Center). Please keep traffic moving. If you need to enter the building for whatever reason, park on Bayard Park Drive and enter the front door of the school.  Use the parking lot to DROP OFF and PICK UP only.  Ergo, there should be almost constant car motion in the morning, and in the afternoon once the children are dismissed.  CTK dismisses punctually.  I do understand that people come early, park, and wait.

CHILDREN WHO WALK HOME – WALK ALL THE WAY HOME must leave by the Bayard Park Drive, i.e., through the front doors of the school.  No cars should be dropping off or picking up children on Bayard Park Drive or other side streets.  

Only three reasons permit you to use the front school doors:


a. You have children in pre-school.

b. You have a reason to come into the building for business.

c. You have written permission from the principal.  

Allow me to give you an example of confusion.  I received notice in November that a man in a green truck was looking to pick up students who walk home from school.  I received this notice at our dismissal time.  I went out the front school doors to get these walkers.  There were so many parents and children there, I could not ascertain who walked home, from those who simply walked to their parked cars – be they on Bayard Park Drive or around the corner.  MANY parents were picking up their children here.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR ARRIVAL AND FOR PICK UP PRE-SCHOOLERS:  Park on Bayard Park Drive and enter the school through the front doors.  Do not expect the children to come outside to get you.  Come inside to get the children. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Every school tries to devise arrival and dismissal procedures that are safe and efficient.  If even a few disregard the plan, let alone many disregard the plan, arrival and dismissal procedures are unsafe and laborious. 

Please help us help your children and you to arrive and leave safely and efficiently.

9.
JINGLE MINGLE CERTIFICATES:  Nine certificates allowing students to vary their “free dress” days were “silently” auctioned during the fun and buying evening in November 2009.  I have scheduled the varied “free dress” style days to the grades below.  The certificates grant, not simply the student to wear this free dress style, but the student’s classmates also. 

Gr. 3 Wear your “Favorite Sweatshirt” to school on February 25 Th.

Gr. 2J + 2 W Wear your “Sweats” to school on February 26 F. 

Gr. 3 Wear your “Crazy Socks” to school on March 18 Th.

Gr. 4 Wear your “Crazy Hat” to school on April 8 Th.

Gr. 6 Wear your “Favorite T-shirt” to school on April 9 F.

Gr. 6 Wear your ”Totally Free Dress” to school on April 15 Th.

Gr. 3 Wear your “Favorite Sport Team Shirt” (t-shirt or sweat shirt)” to school on April 16 F.

Gr. 4 Wear your “Totally Free Dress” to school on May 11 Tu.

Gr. 2 J + 2 W Wear your “Crazy Combination of Tops and Bottoms together on May 14 F.

10.
CTK’s STEP-UP WALKING/RUNNING exercises have resumed on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 7:05 AM to 7:25 AM in the gym.  This early morning exercise is open to grades PS – 8. Indeed, a healthy way to begin a day. 

MILE-MARKERS IN THE STEP-UP PROGRAM:  Below are the names of the recent youngsters who walk and run to stay healthy in body, and alive in mind.  January 25 – 29, 2010

GREAT JOB!

Every 5 – 10  - 15 miles equals one bottle of Gatorade.

5 miles:  Molly Ramsey 3 and Andi Flittner K 


10 miles:  Jack Muehlbauer K and Angelo Hawa 4
15 miles:  Chris Basham 2
Every 20  – 25 - 30 miles equals a school supply item.

20 miles: Cary Klein 3 
Every 35 – 40 - 45 miles equals a spirit wear item
35 miles:  Abby Vollmer PK and Rachel Drury 2
 Every 50 – 55- 60 miles equals a gift certificate to Barnes and Noble
50 miles:  Daniel Vollmer 2 and Harmon Suratt 3 
11.
ST. MARY’S MEDICAL CENTER TEEN VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: There are applications for this volunteer program in our school office.  Students who reach the age of 14 by June 7, 2010, are eligible to participate.  The program dates are June 7 M through July 31 Sa.  The applications are also available on the St. Mary’s web-site at www.stmarys.org volunteer services.  Candidates will be assigned to a specific service for the summer months on a first come, first serve basis.  Completed applications should be returned no later than March 31 W.
12.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK EXCHANGE OF TEACHERS:

January 27 W after Mass the children in grades K – 8 were present when we put teachers’ names in one box and grades in another box – and at random matched one teacher per one grade!   What an exciting time at the drawings. The teachers took their new positions on February 4 Th around 1:30 PM.  Laughter and challenge filled the classrooms.
Mrs. Vogt 

Kindergarten teacher 


went to 

grade 4 B

Mrs. Schapker
First grade teacher



went to 

grade 7 B

Ms. Jarboe

Second grade teacher


went to 

grade 3

Mrs. Whitney

Second grade teacher


went to 

grade 4A

Mr. Oberst

Third grade teacher



went to 

grade 6

Mrs. Ball

Fourth grade teacher


went to 

grade 7A

Mrs. Wolf

Fifth grade teacher



went to

 grade 8

Mrs. Hillenbrand
Junior High Social Studies teacher
went to 

Kindergarten A

Mrs. Basham

Junior High Language Arts teacher
went to 

Kindergarten B

Ms. Muehlbauer
Junior High Math teacher


went to 

grade 1

Mr. Moers

PE teacher




went to 

grade 2 W

Mrs. Meringer
Art teacher




went to

 grade 2J

Mr. Holden 

Music teacher



went to 

grade 5

We had two principals on February 4 Th.  Their names were drawn from a box also.  Grades PS – 4 names were in one box for the morning, and grades 5 – 8 names were in another box for the afternoon.  

Miss Mary Kate Wesley gr. 4


Principal for

8:15 AM to 9:45 AM

Miss Madi Batten gr. 8



Principal for

1:00 AM to 2:40 PM

13.
THERE WILL BE NO FAMILY NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK February 12, 2010.

Past Family Newsletters are on our Website.

Sister Mary Karen, CDP

Principal
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